Coronary spasm in patients with coronary ectasia.
The incidence of coronary ectasia (CE) and the relationship between CE and coronary spasm that was said not to be apt to occur in patients with CE were studied. The study consisted of 1,373 patients (including 1,008 patients with ischemic heart disease) who underwent cardiac catheterization. In 74 patients with CE, coronary spasm was tested in 33 patients subjected to acetylcholine (ACh) provocation and in 17 patients subjected to ergonovine (Ergo) provocation. CE was found in 74 patients (5.4%), and its incidence was significantly higher (6.7%) in patients with ischemic heart disease. In addition, ACh and Ergo provocation tests gave positive results in 12 (36%) and 4 patients (24%), respectively. Spasm was not provoked as frequently in the ectatic portion as elsewhere. In addition, spasm was often found at the borders of the ectatic portion in both provocation tests. The incidence of coronary ectasia was higher than that described in previous reports, and coronary spasm was more often observed at the borders between ectatic and normal portions than elsewhere.